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WELCOME
Dear BEST Friend,
On behalf of everyone at FreedomWorks Foundation, I want to thank you for
your interest in Building Education for Students Together (BEST). Over the last
few months, we have been working diligently to successfully launch our national
parent-led movement and could not be happier to finally see it come to fruition.
Your participation, along with your unwavering dedication to America’s children
is a true gift and inspiration to all of us.
One of our goals is to give you the knowledge and connections necessary to
create change in your own communities. As you know, this generation of schoolage children faces many challenges. The prophetic words of President Ronald
Reagan ring louder now than ever before: “Freedom is never more than one
generation away from extinction ...It must be fought for, protected, and handed
on for them to do the same.”
I invite you to join in our mission of igniting a national parent-led movement
to build, educate, and mobilize the largest network of parent activists in the
country. We ask that you join us in advocating for the education of all children
across the country through the election of school board members and the
passage of policies that aim to advance education freedom.
BEST is not just another group created to sit on the sidelines, draft whitepapers,
and simply talk about the problems. We are a parent-led movement ready to act
and work side by side with freedom fighters like yourself.
We know that our cause would have little traction without the support and
efforts of activists like you. With all the important work we have in front of us,
I hope that you will join BEST as we continue to empower parents to become
valued and respected advocates for education freedom in their school
communities.

LAURA ZORC
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION REFORM
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LAURA ZORC: DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION REFORM
LZorc@FreedomWorks.org 202.783.3870 (Office) 202.455.9845 (Cell)

Laura has years of experience and expertise in the subject of
education reform. Laura’s focus shifted to education when her
children began public school in Florida. Laura served in multiple
positions on the parent-teacher board of her children’s schools,
was elected twice as president of her county’s parent-teacher
association, and co-founded Florida Parents Against Common
Core (FPACC), one of the largest parent-led advocacy groups in
the state. Additionally, she served on former Florida Governor Rick
Scott’s Education Committee as the parent representative before
being elected to the Indian River County School Board.

JOSIAH GAITER: PROGRAM MANAGER
jgaiter@freedomworks.org 202-942-7608 (Office) 970-691-9494 (Cell)

Josiah has worked on grassroots campaigns across the country,
organizing grassroots efforts to maximize the community’s
voice in everything from municipal to statewide elections. He
understands the influence that community members have and
how to maximize their impact. Before working in grassroots,
Josiah taught middle and high school students in Rockwall, Texas.
Growing up in a homeschool family and then teaching in the
public school system has provided him with an understanding of
varying student needs and how to meet them.

DERCY TEIXEIRA: DIRECTOR OF GRASSROOTS
dteixeira@freedomworks.org (202) 783-3870 (Office) (202) 341-8883 (Cell)

Dercy Teixeira is the Grassroots Director at FreedomWorks.
He oversees the grassroots team that supports FreedomWorks
activists all over the country. Before joining FreedomWorks,
Dercy worked for a non-profit student organization promoting
small government ideas. He has also traveled all over the country
working for many successful conservative campaigns. This
has given him the experience and skills necessary to help the
conservative grassroots move strongly into the future.

ABOUT BEST
Building Education for Students Together is a parent-led education reform movement
created by FreedomWorks. BEST is extending FreedomWorks’ 6 million plus activist
network by building partnerships with parents. Our aim is to reform the education
system as we know it. Reform of institutions cannot be done through legislation
alone, though. Permanent bureaucracies require permanent grassroots watchdogs
that serve as the foot soldiers in the fight. BEST aims to be that permanent
grassroots watchdog.
In order to reform the education system, we will first need a grassroots coalition of
parents who share our values, whom we can train to be advocates for institutional
change. By targeting key states and demographics, we will be able to empower a force
to combat the long-standing institution. Second, we must provide a team of policy
professionals as support for parents. These experts will be able to coordinate efforts
with legislators and use their expertise to maximize effectiveness.
Over the next year, FreedomWorks will invest time and resources to implement
strategies to reach BEST’s short and long term goals, in identified key states.
The mission of Building Education for Student’s Together is to ignite a national
parent-led movement; building, educating and mobilizing the largest network
of parent activist in the country. Parent activists will advocate for their
children’s education through the election of school board members, and
passage of policies that align with our vision for educational freedom,
which drives the foundation of our work.
A summation of BEST’s goals to accomplish our mission include:
opening our schools, expanding educational freedom, replacing antiAmerican curricula, building parent coalitions, and electing school
board members who will not pander to teacher unions and special
interest groups.

OVERVIEW OF GOALS
AND STRATEGIES
Parents want the option of 5-days-a-week in-person
learning for their children. Teacher unions and
radical politicians have ignored the requests of
parents, and it’s past time for parents across the
country to be heard.
Goal: Open all schools five days a week.
Strategy: Utilize FreedomWorks’ national

platform to amplify the voices of parents and
work to elect like-minded school board members
by screening and investing in school board
candidates who align with our vision.
Competition breeds excellence, but teacher unions
are determined to protect the government education
system’s status quo. It is essential to give parents a choice
when it comes to determining the best learning environment
for their child. This choice is achieved by ensuring that
funding follows the students, whether they attend private
school, homeschool, charter school, or public school. BEST will
continue to work state by state to introduce education savings
accounts, tax credit scholarships, and voucher programs. Over the
years, we’ve seen parents and students around the country forced
into underperforming school districts with no room for alternatives.
Each student brings unique capabilities and learning styles into the
classroom, and the current one-size-fits-all approach leaves them
underserved. We must protect and promote school choice to provide
students with greater opportunities.
Goal: Expand education freedom for all students.
Strategy: Unite parents locally and statewide to be strong advocates for
legislation and policies by utilizing our network of legislators and policy experts
to coordinate efforts.
With a decline in students’ reading on grade level and increased high school dropout
rates, it is more important than ever to get back to teaching the basics, not waste time
socially engineering children with vicious, destructive propaganda. Common Core
standards have paved the way for biased, anti-American, subjective curricula, as we’ve
seen with the 1619 Project and Critical Race Theory. We must counter the anti-America
narrative by regaining local control of the curricula through parent involvement,
legislative action, transparent textbook and content adoption, and the election of highquality school board members, district by district.
Goal: Eliminate and replace anti-American content and Common Core State Standard
with non-opinionated, factual, high-quality standards.
Strategy: Support parent groups working to pass local and state policies that will
eradicate and replace radical curricula.
Parents have been ignored long enough. To transform local school systems across
the country, we must identify and elect like-minded board members. It is the shared
responsibility of us all to elect individuals who have our children’s best interests at
heart. BEST is actively engaged in recruiting, training, and educating the community
about local school board candidates who understand that parents are the final
authority in their children’s education.
Goal: Elect school board members that put kids and families first.
Strategy: Invest time and resources in screening, supporting, and training candidates
to win elections and give parent networks tools to support identified candidates.

